Selected Basic Conversational Exchanges in German
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Greetings (Begriillungen)
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Please & Thank You (bitte und danke)
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familiar; used when well acquainted with each other; not appropriate in formal settings

intimite, colloquial, extremely informal, only among family or very close friends
primarily found in the South (Modern standard German is based primarily on central and northern dialects.)

formal, very polite

German

Guten Morgen!
Guten Tag!

Guten Abend!

Gute Nacht!

Grif3 Gott! (s)

Tag! (fam)

Grif3 dich! (fam; s)
Grufit euch! (fam) (s)
Auf Wiedersehen!
Wiedersehen!

Auf Wiederschauen! (s)
Wiederschauen! (s)
TschafB! (fam)

Ade! (fam; s)

Hallo!

Hallo! (fam)
Angenehm (F)

bis ___ (bis morgen)

German

Bitte.

Danke.

Bitte.

Danke sehr.
Danke schon.
Vielen Dank!
Tausend Dank! (a)
Herzlichen Dank! (a)
Bitte schon. (a)
Bitte sehr. (a)
Gerne.
Gleichfalls!

meaning

Good morning. (used until about 10am)

Hello. (all day long, sometimes into the evening)
Hello, good evening. (usually after sundown)
Good bye. (only at night, just before going to bed)
Hello. (same as guten Tag)

Hi, hey.

Hi. (to one person)

Hi (to multiple people)

Good bye. (any time of day or night)

Bye, bye. (somewhat less formal)

Good bye. (same as auf Wiedersehen)

Bye.

Bye, catch ya later.

Bye. (southwest, Stuttgart, Ulm, etc.)

Excuse me, hello. (to catch someone’s attenetion)
Hey, hi, hello.

Pleased to meet you.

Until ___ (see you tomorrow)

meaning

Please. (also used when handing something to someone)

Thank you.

You’re welcome.

Thank you very much.

Thank you very much.

Many thanks.

Many thanks. (lit. a thousand thanks)

Thank you very much. (lit. heartfelt thanks)

You’re quite welcome. (following danke schon)
You’re quite welcome. (following danke sehr)
You’re welcome. (lit. pleasure: The pleasure is mine.)

Same to you.



Good Luck & Other Phrases (Viel Gliick! und andere AuBlerungen)
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Questions & Answers (Fragen und Beantwortungen)
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German

Ist hier noch frei?

Ich hitte gern __

Wir méchten zahlen.
Zahlen, bitte!

Wo ist die Toilette?

Wo ist das Klo? (fam)

Ich muss mal. (i)

Alles Gute zum Geburtstag!
Herzlichen Glickwunsch!
Ich gratuliere!

Schénen Tag noch!
Schénen Abend noch!
Bringen Sie mir bitte noch ein Bier!
Entschuldigen Sie bitte!
Entschuldigung!
"T'schuldigung! (fam)

Es tut mir leid.

Tut mir leid. (fam)

Viel Gluck!

Gute Reise!

Schénes Wochenende!
Viel Spaf!

Alles Gute!

Ja.

Nein.

German

Wie heilen Sie?

Wie heiBt du? (fam)

Ich heile ___

Wo ist der Bahnhof?

Er is gerade aus.

links / rechts

Wie viel kostet das?

Das ist zu viel.

Ich kaufe es.

Ko6nnen Sie mir bitte helfen?
Ich wohne in dem Hotel ___

Sprechen Sie Englisch?

meaning

Is this chair still available?
I would like to have
We would like to pay.
Check, please.

Where is the restroom?
Where’s the can?

I gotta go.

All the best for your birthday.
All the best. Congratulations.

Congratulations.
Have a nice day.

Have a nice evening.

Please bring me another beer.

Excuse me please.
Excuse me.

Skuze me.

I’'m sorry.

Sorry.

Good luck.

Have a nice trip.
Have a nice weekend.
Have fun. Enjoy!
All the best.

yes

no

meaning

What is your name? (asking for last name)

What is your name? (asking for first name)

My nameis __

Where is the train station?
It is straight ahead.

to the left / to the right
How much does that cost?
That’s too much.

I'll buy it.

Can you help me please?
I'm staying at the ___ Hotel.
Do you speak English?



