Ordinal Numbers

“First, Second, Third, Fourth” etc.

Ordinal numbers in German act as adjectives. As adjectives, they take adjective endings.

To form ordinal numbers in German, add # or st to the cardinal number. Some ordinals have irregular forms.

Ordinal numbers are aabreviated in German by placing a period after the number. Examples: 2. = 2nd / 3. =3rd / etc.

The period indicates both that the number is ordinal and that adjective endings must be attached. (See next page for examples.)

Examples:

Kardinale

5 = finf five
4 = vier four
6 = sechs six

13 = dreizehn thirteen
17 = siebzehn seventeen

Ordinale

5. = fiinft- fifih
4. = viert- fourth
6. = sechst- sixth

13. = dreizehnt- thirteenth
17. = siebzehnt- seventeenth

Note the period following ordinal numbers in

German. The period indicates the equivlent of the

English #h. Also, ordinal numbers in German can

take adjective endings. See the examples below for

more information.

Be aware of the irregularities in the system. The ordinal forms for firss, third, seventh, and eighth must be memorized.

Kardinale

1 = eins one
3 = drei three

In German, ordinal numbers up to 19 take the ending .

Kardinale
2 = zwel

3 = drei

4 = vier

5 = fiinf
6 = sechs
7 = sieben
8 = acht

9 = neun
10 = zehn

Ordinale

1. = erst- first
3. = dritt- third

Ordinale

. = zweit- second
. = dritt- third

. = viert- fourth

. = finft- fifth

. = sechst- sixth
. = siebt- seventh
. = acht- eight

. = neunt ninth
0. = zehnt- tenth
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Kardinale

7 = sieben seven

8 = acht eight

Kardinale
11 = elf
12 = zwolf

13 = dreizehn
14 = vierzehn
15 = fiinfzehn
16 = sechzehn
17 = siebzehn
18 = achtzehn
19 = neuzehn

Ordinale

11. = elft- eleventh

12. = zwdlft- rwelfih

13. = dreizehnt- thirteenth
14. = vierzehnt- fourteenth
15. = fiinfzehnt- fifteenth
16. = sechzehnt- sixteenth
17. = siebzehnt- seventeenth
18. = achtzehnt- eighteenth
19. = neunzehnt- nineteenth

Ordinale

7. = siebt- seventh
8. = acht- eighth

German ordinals starting with 20 (20¢h) going up to (and incuding) 100 (100th) take st .

Kardinale

20 = zwanzig

Ordinale

20. = zwanzigst- (20th)

21 = einundzwanzig 21. =
22 = zweiundzwanzig 22. =
23 = dreiundzwanzig 23. =
24 = vierundzwanzig 24. =
28 = achtundzwanzig 28. =
29 = neunundzwanzig 29. =
30 = dreiflig 30. =

einundzwanzigst- (21st)

zweiundzwanzigst- (22nd)
dreiundzwanzigst- (23rd)

vierundzwanzigs

t- (241th)

achtundzwanzigst- (28th)
neununszwanzigst- (29th)

dreifligst- (30th)

Kardinale

31 = einunddreiffig
32 = zweiunddreiflig
48 = achtundvierzig
55 = finfunfiinfzig
56 = sechsundfiinfzig
87 = siebenundachtzig
93 = dreiundneunzig
99 = neunundneunzig

Ordinale

31. = einunddreifligst- (31sz2)
32. = zweiunddreifligst- (32nd)
48. = achtundvierzigst- (48th)
55. = fiinfunfiinfzigst- (55th)
56. = sechsundfiinfzigst- (561h)
87. = siebenundachtzigst- (871h)
93. = dreiundneunzigst- (93h)
99. = neunundneunzigst- (99:5)



Ordinal Numbers - page 2

The German endings s or sz for numbers above 100 depend on the final digits of each number.
The sytem follows the pattern for numbers below 100.

Kardinale Ordinale

Kardinale Ordinale

105 105. = hundertfiinft- 200 200. = zweihunderst-
106 106. = hundertsechst- 201 201. = zweihundererst-
115 115. = hundertfiinfzehnt- 202 202. = zweihundertzweit-
119 119. = hundertneunzehnt- 307 307. = dreihundertsiebt-
120 120. = hundertzwanzigst- 452 452. = vierhundertzweiundfiinfzigst-
127 127. = hundertsiebenundzwanzigst- 836 836. = achthundertsechunddreifligst-
159 159. = hundertneunundfinfzigst- 1000 1000. = tausendst-
Examples:

for the first time

for the second time

for the last time

the first day

the tenth time

the second lecture

my third attempt

her fifth trip

his third son

Thursday is the fourth day of the week.
Saturday is the sixth day of the week.
Her first child is named Christoph.
Her second child is named Erika.

The concert takes place on November 23rd.

zum ersten Mal

zum zweiten Mal

zum letzten Mal

der erste Tag

das zehnte Mal

die zweite Vorlesung

mein dritter Versuch

ihre fiinfte Reise

sein dritter Sohn

Donnerstag ist der vierte Tag der Woche.
Sonnabend (Samstag) ist der sechste Tag der Woche.
Ihr erstes Kind heif$t Christoph.

Thr zweites Kind heift Erika.

Das Konzert findet am 23.11. statt.

(Das Konzert findet am dreiundzwanzigsten elften statt.) (stattfinden = take place)

Dates in German are expressed using ordinal numbers.
The date of the month is placed first, then followed by the month of the year.
Example: 03.09. = 3rd of September (der dritte neunte, den dritten neunten, am dritten neuten)

14.02. = February second (der vierzehnte zweite, den vierzehnten zweiten, am vierzehnten zweiten)

What is today’s date? Den wievielten haben wir heute?
Today is the third of December. Heute haben wir den dritten zwolften. (...den 03.12.)
Today is May 31st. Heute haben wir den einundreiffigsten fiinften. (...den 31.05.)
When is your birthday? Wann hast du Geburtstag? (Wann haben Sie Geburtstag?)
My birthday is June 15th. Ich habe am finfzehnten sechsten Geburtstag. (...am 15.06. Geburtstag.)
When is Christmas? Wann kommt Weihnachten?
Chritstmas is on December 25th Weihnachten kommt am 25. und 26.12.
(and the 26th). (Weihnachten kommt am fiinfundzwanzigsten und sechundzwanzigsten zwélften.)

Lexture Notes
Please watch for typos and errors!  Thanks !
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