3 Verbs in German meaning “to know”

wissen

know a fact, be informed, possess the knowledge of,
realize, remember, appreciate, be aware of

wissen expresses knowledge of specific information such as
time, age, cost, distance, and other measurements;
typically: zo know a fact

structural forms:

Wissen must take a direct object or a second clause;
wissen often takes the direct objects es or das.

examples:

Ich weiff es nicht. / Das weifd ich.

Idon’t know. / I know. I know that.
Weiflt du seinen Namen? (...ihren Namen?)
Do you know his name? (... her name?)

Ich weif}, der Winter in Osterreich ist immer kalt.
1 know winter in Austria is always cold.
Das weif sie/er schon.
Sthe alreadys knows that.
Sie wissen meine E-Mail-Adresse nicht.
They don’t know my e-mail addyess.
Wisst ihr das noch?
Do you guys remember that?
(lit. Do you know that still ?)

present conjugation of wissen:

ich weif§ wir wissen
du weiflt ihr wisst
er/sie/es weifd Sie/sie wissen

(Wissen belongs to the Préitero-Prisens class of verbs.)

kennen

be acqauinted with, recognize, be familiar with,
know a person, know one’s way around, know a place

kennen expresses a recognition of people, places, situations,
and generally abstract information;
typically: zo know a place or person

structural forms:

Kennen must take a direct object .

examples:

Ich kenne Herrn Pfeiffer.
1 know Mr. Pfeiffer.
Kennst du die Symphonien von Beethoven?
Do you know the symphonies of Beethoven?
Sie kennt mich nicht.
She doesn’t recognize me.
Wir kennen Skandinavien etwas.
We're somewhat familiar with Skandinavia.
Kennt ihr Berlin?
Do you guys know Berlin?
Kennen die Amerikaner Fufiball?
Are Americans familiar with soccer?

present conjugation of kennen:

ich kenne wir kennen
du kennst ihr kennt

er/sie/es kennt Sie/sie kennen

(Kennen is fully regular in present tense.)

konnen

be able to, be in command of, have the skill to,
know how to do something, can

kionnen expresses the specific knowledge required to perform
an action, be able to do something;

typically: zo know how to speak a language,

play a sport or a musical instrument

structural forms:

Kinnen must take a direct object or an infinitive.

examples:

Kannst du Deutsch?

Do you know (how to speak) German?
Wir konnen Klavier spielen.

We know how ro play the piano.
Sie kann das nicht.

She does not know (how to do) that.
Er kann kein English.

He knows no English. (He can’t speak English.)
Kannst du schwimmen?

Do you know how to swim?
Was kénnt ihr?

What do you guys know (how to do)?

present conjugation of kinnen

ich kann wir kénnen
du kannst ihr kénnt

er/sie/es kann Sie/sie kénnen

(Konnen belongs to the Pritero-Prisens class of verbs and is
one of the six modal verbs in German.)



