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USS Elg/rtniho"l(AG-r)

USS llor tnibo'l (AG-t) was launched 9 March 1898
as the 1,785 GRT steamer JoseTth Hallsnd. of
London. The ship was laid down at as North Dock
yardhull r43 for F. S. Holland, London, byJ. Blumer
& Company at Sunderland England. Completion
was in APril l898.tr1t+1[note r]

On 16 April r89B the ship was purchased by the
United States Navy and renamed, Itrqnnibo,l. She
was one of the very few ships to serve in the U.S.
Navy in the Spanish-American War, World War I
and World War II. She was commissioned on 7 June
r8g8 with Commander Harrison Gray Otis Colby
(USNA r86il in commal6.tsl

During the Spanish-American War; Hannibol
participated in the Puerto Rico Campaign. On one
occasion she and three other US ships bombarded
the Spanish positions at the Battle of Fajardo.l6l The
ship was awarded The Spanish Campaign Medal and
her officers and men were issued the Spanish
Carnpaign badge for 1898 sgn'iss.[21

From June r8g8 - May r9o8, Hannibal served in
tle Collier Service along the Atlantic coast. After an
overhaul in r9o8, she continued in the Collier
Service with her base in New England for nearly
three years. Hannibal was decommissioned on 15

August rgrr.[sl

She was recommissioned on 16 October rgrr and was
assigned to the U,S, Sqq,vey Squadrgn to make depth
soundings and surveys in preparation for the
opening of the Panama Canal. Hydrographic surveys
continued in the Caribbean until L9LT, including
operations in Panama, Nicaragua, Honduras, and
gs6s.ts1

With the advent of World WarI, Hannibal operated
with the Patrol Force of the Atlantic Fleet. After an
overtraul iu early r9r8, she became a tender to
submarige chasers at Pllqlorrth, England. Ilannibal
served in English waters until December, when she
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sailed for the AzefgS via Gib"fgllef as a sub-chaser
escort- In early r9rg, she resumed sub-tender duties,
and visited England, F{Aggq, and P__o-g!€g! returning
to the p,nited $34tes in August escorting subchasers.
The ship served in the Caribbean before lay up in
mid-r9r9.[d{91

Hannibal remained in reserve during which she was
classified as a "miscellaneous arxiliary" in July rgzo
with the hull number AC-r at t_h{A4plp_bie until 9
February tg2l^, when she sailed for Cuba to resume
suffey operations which lasted until r93o. During
the next decade Hannibal surveyed waters near

Ig"qid4d, Vg-ns4l_el-4, C_gSE__!F_gq, ild the F_qgqqle
Canal Zone.tsJ[8]

In 1933, Hannibal and Gannej were the first U.S.
Navy vessels to collect dynamic sounding data in
which depth and oceanographic data were collected
in one sounding and analyzed aboard.[p] After
serving the U.S. Naly for 4z years, z8 of which had
been dedicated to supportingFgl the US, NaW
Hy@_ogr4phlg Qff99, Hannibq.I w^s replaced by
Bowditchin r94s.[rJ

Duriug World War II, she operated out of Norfollg
Viryinia in the Chesapg{g_B_qy degaussing range.
Hannibal was decommissioned on 20 August 1944
and was sunk as a bombing target on r March rg41,
in the Chesapeake Bay, just to the northwest of
$mith Iqland, Maryland.fsJ

A target hulk placed at the general location of
Hannibql's sinking was referred to as Hannibql.
That target lasted 2l years before it was largely
obliterated. In 1966, the Navy brought in a second
target ship, the $ryg$ppn Mq!!_ter, a disused World
War II Liberty ship, and sunk it next to the previous
target. Although tbLe Americon Mariner is currently
the U.S. Navy's only active live-fire target ship in the
Chesapeake Bay, by tradition it keeps the name of
the original target ship on that site and is still
referred to as the ,onni6o1.ttll
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Depth

Installed power

Propulsion
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2,S157 NRT

1918:4,000 long !op9 :

(4,100 t)

1938: 3,550 tqplqng
(3,610 t)

274fr.1 in (83.54 m) overall

263 ft 4 in (80.26 m)

belweg! pelpendiculgry t,

39 ft 3 in (11.96 m) load

watrsr line

1918:17 ft 7 in (5.36 m) '

mean

1938: 15 ft 6 in (4.72 m) full :

load

20 ft (6.1 m)

2 single end boilers

(propulsion & auxiliary
power)

2 x 10lau, 1 sl$v electric
generating sets

Steam, verticaltriple
expansion, 1,100 ihp

9 kn (10 mph; 17 kmlh)

306

Ascollier:1x4in
(100mm)gun,2x3in
(76 mm) guns, I * ,,5-g,cal

(,1?.7 mm) qlqchine guns

1918: none

1938: 1 4-inch/50-caliber

gq!, 2 X Q;!4_c.f./_!Cc9libe1

g!|n

Purchased tor $147,941
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